Wise Guidance in Asrar al-Tawhid
A Study of Uslub al-Hakim and Its Functions in Asrar al-Tawhid

Abstract

In classical rhetoric, uslub al-hakim, or the wise response, involves departing from the apparent
requirements of an utterance and redirecting a response toward a more appropriate meaning. This study
examines its forms and functions in Asrar al-Tawhid through three questions: How does this device appear
in the work? What semantic, epistemic, and educational functions does it perform? How.does it contribute
to guiding the audience and establishing Abu Sa‘id Abu al-Khayr’s spiritual authority? Using a‘descriptive—
analytical method and library research, the study interprets relevant anecdotes and dialogues. The findings
identify three modes: shifting the relationship between signifier and signified, redefining_fundamental
concepts, and communicative action through behavior. Their principal functions are'spiritual awakening
and admonition, the revision of attitudes and understanding, and the consolidation of the shaykh’s authority.
By connecting language, behavior, and situational context, the wise response turns dialogue.into a process
of mystical education and active participation in interpretation.

Keywords: Uslub al-hakim, Asrar al-Tawhid, Abu Sa‘id Abu al-Khayr, mystical rhetoric, spiritual
guidance

Introduction |

Asrar al-Tawhid, written by Muhammad ibn Munavvar, is‘a mystical work that represents Abu Sa‘id’s
character through anecdotes and dialogues. Questions and answers in this work do not invariably serve the
exchange of information. The shaykh’s response sometimes dgparts from the audience’s initial expectation
and directs attention toward a more fundamental truthiExamining uslub al-hakim therefore clarifies the
relationship between rhetoric and spiritual guidance.

In the definition of this device, an intetlocutor’s utterance is interpreted differently from its apparent
intention to reveal the greater appropriateness of another meaning. This principle appears in al-Sakkaki’s
account and in Shamisa’s discussion‘ofhe device (al-Sakkaki, 1987; Shamisa, 2019). This study focuses
on the verbal and behavioralymanifestations of this departure. The central problem is how an ordinary
situation becomes an‘occasion for k&wledge and spiritual education. Understanding Abu Sa‘id’s responses
requires attention to the conyersational setting, the audience, and the work’s mystical perspective.

Materials & Niethods

This qualitative study@dopts a descriptive—analytical method and library-based data collection. Its primary
source is the first volume of Asrar al-Tawhid fi Magamat al-Shaykh Abi Sa‘id, edited by Muhammad Riza
Shafi‘i Kadkani (Munavvar, 1987). The corpus consists of anecdotes and dialogues in which the shaykh’s
response or behavior departs from the audience’s apparent expectation and can be interpreted according to
the criteria of uslub al-hakim.

The analysis considers the situational context, the audience, the initial expectation, the point of departure
from the apparent meaning, the mechanism of meaning production, and the educational message. It
proceeds along two axes: the device’s realization in speech and behavior, and its functions in guiding and
educating the audience. The purpose is a qualitative interpretation of relations between meaning and
situation in textual examples, rather than statistical frequency measurement or an empirical assessment of
educational effects on historical audiences.



Research findings

In response to the first question, the study identifies three principal modes. In the shifting relationship
between signifier and signified, an ordinary sign acquires a mystical significance. The village name
Andarman provides an occasion to warn against becoming stalled on the spiritual path. Similarly, Dar-i
Dust, meaning the friend’s door, changes from a geographical designation into a meaning associated with
seeking truth. In these examples, the potential for multiple meanings redirects the audience’s attention.

In the redefinition of fundamental concepts, customary criteria are reconsidered within a mystical
perspective. Abu Sa‘id’s response to Khwaja Muzaffar Hamdan’s comparison transformssthe logic of
superiority through self-effacement. Likewise, identifying Lugman as zarif, or refined, shifts refinement
from outward elegance to freedom from attachments. The response also changes the audience’s basis for
evaluation.

In communicative action through behavior, silence, ending a gathering, or leaving a situation forms part of
the guiding response. In the anecdote about taking one step forward, a request to organize a crowded
gathering becomes an invitation to move beyond the self’s existing conditien. The shaykh’s descent from
the platform completes the message. In the anecdote concerning the pillar in a wealthyhost’s house, his
departure likewise highlights the distance between an‘outward reading and an inward understanding.

In response to the second question, three central functions emerge: spiritual awakening and admonition, the
revision of attitudes and understanding, and the conselidation ofépiritual authority. For example, the
response to the dervishes’ judgment of a companion absent from congregational prayer redirects their
attention from outward conduct to intention and its actual effeets. These functions depend on the audience
and situation, and a single semantic'mechanism maysperform several educational functions simultaneously.

Discussion of Results & Conchasion

In response to the third question, uslub al-hakim disrupts the audience’s expectation and creates a distance
between apparent meaninggand mysticalintention, inviting participation in discovering meaning. Dialogue
thereby moves beyond direct answers, directing the seeker’s attention toward self-conceit, attachments, and
hasty judgments. Within the work’s narfative representation, the shaykh’s spiritual authority arises from
his ability to recognize the audience’s needs and redirect a situation toward the truth of divine unity.

Considering forms and functions %gether shows that uslub al-hakim connects rhetoric with mystical
educationin Asrar al-Tawhid. The significance of communicative action through behavior lies in extending
the guiding response beyond speech and demonstrating how silence and conduct participate in meaning
production. Interpretation of the device must therefore consider the relationship between language, action,
and contextaWithinthe'harrative, this relationship explains the movement from passive reception to active
understanding and the possibility of the seeker’s inward transformation.
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