The Interweaving of Conceptual and Rhetorical Metaphors: Juvayni’s
Worldview in the Elegiac Passages of Tarikh-i Jahangushay

Abstract
This article investigates the interaction between two distinct yet complementary metaphorical systems
in Ata-Malik Juvayni’s historical prose. Drawing on Lakoff and Johnson’s Conceptual, Metaphor
Theory, David Herman’s cognitive narratology (specifically narrative steering), and coneeptual
metonymy, this study demonstrates how domain contiguity channels meaning, enabling Juyayni to
transfigure historical reportage into a reflective, fatalistic narrative. The findings reveal‘that €onceptual
metaphors across four primary target domains—Invasion = Uncontrollable Natural Forces,
Fortune/Time = A Deceptive Spectacle, Society = A Diseased Body, and The Enemy = Monstrous
Predators—shape the narrative’s cognitive architecture. Concurrently, rhetorical metaphors (pictorial,
framework with an elegiac, emotionally charged tone. reifying, and personifying)*infuse this
Ultimately, metaphor functions here as a dual cognitive-rhetorical apparatus,that naturalizes violence,
diminishes human agency, and fosters emotional empathy alongside cognitive resignation—thereby
.transforming historical narration into an ideological vehigle for reproducing fatalistic grief
Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor; Rhetorical Metapher; Ata-Malik Juvayni; Tarikh-i Jahangushay;
Elegiac Discourse; Fatalism; Semantic Channeling.
Introduction
Conceptual Metaphor Theory (Lakoff & Johnson)\1980) pasits metaphor as a fundamental cognitive
mechanism through which abstract‘demains are comprehénded via concrete experience. In traditional
Persian rhetoric, by contrast, metaphoriis primarily an aesthetic and figurative device grounded in
similarity (Homa'1, 1995)gRreviousischolarly work on the stylistic nuances of Tarikh-i Jahangushay
highlights Juvayni’s deployment of rhetorical strategies, noting that poetic language "enabled Juvayni
to convey secondary,imulti-layered,meanings"” (Fattahi et al., 2019, p. 261). The central objective of
this study is to elucidate the cogniti%-linguistic mechanics underlying these multi-layered meanings
within the text's elegiac passages, focusing on the dialectical interaction between conceptual and
rhetoricalymetaphors in projecting a fatalistic worldview. Guided by Conceptual Metonymy Theory
(Panther, K.-W., Thornburg, L. L., & Barcelona, A., 2009), the textual co-occurrence of experiential
domains and rhetorieal tropes creates semantic conduits for conceptual mapping. Within cognitive
narratology, Herman (2014) conceptualizes this semantic guidance as "narrative steering via cognitive
cues." Metaphors and metonymies thus serve as primary framing mechanisms that channel the semantic
trajectory of the text.
Materials & Metllods
Adopting a qualitative cognitive-rhetorical discourse analysis framework, this study synthesizes
Conceptual Metaphor Theory with Herman’s cognitive narratology, treating "semantic channeling" as
the core analytical concept. Based on textual analysis, passages were selected from the elegiac sections
of Tarikh-i Jahangushay—specifically those lamenting the fall of the Khwarazmian dynasty and the
.sack of Baghdad—where both metaphorical systems closely intersect within short linguistic spans
Reserch Findings

The analysis demonstrates that conceptual metaphors structure the narrative's cognitive foundation
across four core domains:

e Invasion = Uncontrollable Natural Forces: Mongol power is mapped onto deluges, tempests,

fire, and earthquakes (Joveyni, 2021, Vol. 1, pp. 73, 109).



o Fortune/Time = A Deceptive Spectacle: Framed as "glamourous and deceitful fortune™ (ibid.,
p. 90), rendering human resistance futile.
e Society = A Diseased Body: Civilizational collapse is depicted as the gradual demise of a
collective organism (ibid., p. 81).
e The Enemy = Monstrous Predators: The Mongols are cast as wolves, serpents, and "raging
seas" (ibid., pp. 117, 129), constructed as embodiments of absolute evil.
Rhetorical metaphors transpose this cognitive architecture into a mournful mode. Pictorial metaphors
materialize violence through natural imagery ("Wild beasts feasted upon their flesh," ibid., p. 97),
while reifying and personifying metaphors convert temporal and fatalistic abstractions into active,
implacable agents. These function across three modalities:
a. Shift from substance to manner (whatness to howness): "Which outcome shall the dice of the
heavens cast upon the board?" (ibid., Vol. 2, p. 92).
b. Metaphor as dramatic character: "Fortune donned the garments of mourning™ (ibid., Vel. 1, p. 117).
c. Metonymic understatement enhancing agency: "They cast dust into the eyes of the covenant” (ibid.,
p. 88).
Discussion of Rsults & Conclusion
Through "semantic channeling," Juvayni steers abstract cognitive structures toward tangible,
affectively potent rhetorical expressions. This interplay reaches itsiemotional zenith in four thematic
chains:
a) Intent vs. reality: "This endeavor lies beyond the'scopetef humanfdeliberation" (Joveyni, 2021, Vol.
2, p. 149). N
b) Embodied suffering: "He accepts the bitter chalice of affliction" (ibid., p. — please provide page if
you want a citation).
c) Stability vs. instability: "Standfirm upon the center of resignation and divine trust" (ibid., p. —
please provide page if you want a citation).
d) Personification: Time embodied as thejprimary agent of fate.
This synthesis operates along three interpretive axes:
e Re-articulating the'Mongols as "“instruments of divine providence/fate";
e  Subverting’human agency vi{cosmic and natural metaphors that displace moral accountability
(cf. Althusser,"2014);
e Evoking affective empa&y alongside cognitive submission, compelling passive acceptance of
aminescapabledestiny.
In Tarikh-i Jahangushay, metaphor shifts historical events from the domain of causality into the realm
of destiny. Elegy*trarfsforms history into a locus for enacting structural grief. Consequently, Juvayni
repositions the reader from a detached observer to a co-mourner, deploying history as an ideological
instrument to reproduce an inevitable sorrow.
Keywords: Conceptual Metaphor; Rhetorical Metaphor; Ata-Malik Juvayni; Tarikh-i Jahangushay;
Elegiac Discourse; Fatalism; Semantic Channeling.
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