Hafezian Textuality: Meaning-Making Beyond Polysemy

Proposition for Teaching Hafez’s Poetry
abstract

Few poets like Hafez Shirazi (727-792 A.H) can be found whose poems have transcended the
cultural, historical, and geographical boundaries and have made the poet's life eternal in the
world. Undoubtedly, in addition to common human meanings, Hafez's special poetic techniques
and his linguistic coordinates play a central role in the world fame and immortalization, of his
poems. The most obvious effective method in this field that has attracted the attention of Hafez
scholars is Hafez's specific Equivocality. But in some cases, the captivating and immortalizing
magic of Hafez's words is neither directly related to their universal human cancepts, ner‘does it
arise from meaningful techniques such as ambiguity and illusion. In the present,essay, some
aspects of this hidden charm with its obvious effects, called textuality, are examined and
identified. For this purpose, all of Hafez's sonnets have been studied, and samples have been
extracted, categorized, and analyzed in a census and purposeful manner, These studies show that
the ambiguity of the meaning around the author's intention in mostof Hafez's challenging verses
and the multiplicity of semantic dimensions based,on the conflict of multiple and multilayered
equivocality in the widest part of these sonnets haveslong caused the endless interpretability of
the major part of Hafez's poems. In between;ithere are versestwhich are clear and accurate
examples of textuality. When read/heard by the audience andstheir emotional participation with
the poet, these verses gain meaning and existence.
Keywords: Artistic Ambiguity, Hafiz Equivocality, Textually, Hermeneutics.
Introduction

The immortality of poetry and literature depends,on various semantic and technical factors. The
difference in the public reception ofithe works of authors stems, above all, from the special style
of each author in inventing and applyingitechniques for expressing meaning, in other words, from
how to express common meaningsiyT heresare not many poems left by Hafez Shirazi (727-792
A.H). Despite this, fewpoets like him ean be found whose poems have transcended the cultural,
historical, and geographical“beundaries, and have made the poet's life eternal in the world.
Undoubtedly,tin addition to commoMuman meanings, Hafez's special poetic techniques and his
linguistic coordinates play,a cwtral role in the world fame and immortalization of his poems.

Materials & Methaels

This research analyzesithe effect of three main factors of Hafez's poetry (ambiguity, equivocality,
and textuality) on the immortality and universality of these poems. For this purpose, all of Hafez's
sonnets have beeristudied and samples have been extracted, categorized, and analyzed in a census
and purpaseful manner.

Research\findings

Studies show/that the multiplicity and indeterminacy of meaning, which necessitate multiple
interpretations of Hafez's poems and ensure their immortality and universality, can be categorized
and evaluated under three macro-techniques: ambiguity, equivocality, and textuality. Based on
this, the ambiguity of the meaning around the author's intention in most of Hafez's challenging
verses and the multiplicity of semantic dimensions based on the conflict of multiple and
multilayered equivocality in the widest part of these sonnets have long caused the endless
interpretability of the major part of Hafez's poems. In between, there are verses which are clear
and accurate examples of textuality. When read/heard by the audience and their emotional
participation with the poet, these verses gain meaning and existence.



Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Ambiguity is an artistic and literary element in Hafez's style, which, by creating a capacity for
ambiguous and endless interpretation, forces the minds of readers and commentators of many eras
and generations to challenge each other and interact with the work; thus, while elevating the
literary quality of the poem, it makes its presence and existence dynamic and continuous.

Hafez's genius has extended polysemy to all levels and structures of language and its chain
and super-chain units. Therefore, the presence of diverse allusions in a verse surprisingly expands
its multiplicity of meaning in different dimensions, which, in proportion to this expansien of
meaning, guarantees the literary-artistic value and the permanence and reliability of the poems.

Interpretability in textualized verses is rooted in the symbolic function of signifiers and their
temporal alignment with the reader's desire and need (at the moment the verselis,read). In other
words, ambiguity and ambiguity, by postponing meaning, provide the basis for, interaction
between the reader and the work, and in proportion to this postponement and interaction, cause
the work to endure and be eternal; But the characteristic of textuality, exactly the opposite of
ambiguity and polysemy, is based on creating the reader/listener's immediate empathy with the
text, making it endlessly alive and readable. Textuality not.enly does not createsa ground for
conflict among Persian-speaking readers, but eventranslators, when translating the text into other
languages, do not encounter the obstacles of ambiguity:and resistance arising from the coexistence
of polysemy signifiers. Therefore, it can be said‘that textuality plays a more effective role in the
immortality and universality of Hafez's ghazals than‘ambiguityand polysemy.
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