A Conceptual Metaphor Analysis of “Lion and Gazelle” in the Divan-e
Kabir
(The Relationship between Shams-e Tabrrizi and Mowlana)

ABSTRACT

In the Divan-e Shams, an extensive network of animal-based metaphors is employed to articulate lover/beloved
and human/God relations, as well as to represent mowlana experiential encounter with Shams-e Tabrizi. The
central question of this study is how the “lion and gazelle” dyad in the ghazals of the Divan-e Shams, beyond a
merely poetic image, functions as a cognitive mechanism and what mappings of “power and surrender” it
organizes. It further asks how this metaphorical system relates to the notion of the “eloquent silence” (Eloquent
in silence) as one of the key outcomes of mowlana spiritual and personal transformation resulting from his meeting
with Shams. The aim of the research is to explicate the conceptual structure of the “lion/gazelle” metaphor, to
identify its source and target domains and the oppositional patterns that shape it, and to demonstrate its connection
with mowlana transformative lived experience (from conventional speech to meaningful silence/eloquent
quietude), drawing on Lakoff and Johnson’s theory of conceptual metaphor. The study adopts a qualitative
descriptive-analytical method. Its findings show that this metaphor is primarily organized around three axes:
“power/surrender,” “hunting/desire,” and “attraction/annihilation.” Within this framework, the “lion” is
conceptualized as the beloved (with the potential to signify the presence of Shams), and the “gazelle” as the
yearning seeker (with the potential to refer to mowlana). Moreover, patterns such as “love is hunting” and “the
beloved is a lion” narrate the story of mowlana existential transformation and indicate how, through attraction and
annihilation, the tension between power and surrender tends toward the unity of lover and beloved, such that
“eloquent silence” and “silent eloquence” emerge as the natural result of crossing from language into the realm of
presence and the witnessing of beauty.

Keywords: Rhetorical criticism, conceptual metaphor, mowlana, lion, Divan-e Shams.

Introduction

Love is the central concept of Islamic mysticism and Persian Sufi literature, representing an inner and ineffable
experience that transcends ordinary language while requiring metaphorical expression to become communicable.
From the perspective of Conceptual Metaphor Theory, metaphors are not merely rhetorical devices but cognitive
structures through which abstract concepts are understood via concrete and embodied experiences. Accordingly,
Persian mystical poetry conceptualizes love through a rich network of metaphors, such as Love is Fire, Love is a
Journey, Love is the Sea, and Love is Hunting, each revealing a different dimension of the mystical experience.
These metaphors constitute a coherent cognitive system that enables the representation of spiritual concepts,
including the mystic's journey, annihilation (fana’), and union, through tangible and experiential imagery.

Materials & Methods

This study employs a descriptive-analytical approach based on library sources to examine the metaphorical image
of the lion and the gazelle in representing the relationship between Shams of Tabriz and Mowlavi. Drawing on
Conceptual Metaphor Theory, it analyzes the role of this metaphor in explaining Mowlana spiritual and personal
transformation following his encounter with Shams.

Research findings

The findings indicate that this metaphorical system is primarily structured around three conceptual axes:
power/submission, hunting/longing, and attraction/annihilation (fana’). Within this framework, the lion is
conceptualized as the Beloved (with the potential to signify the presence of Shams of Tabriz), while the gazelle
represents the longing seeker (with the potential to refer to Mowlana). Furthermore, conceptual metaphors such
as Love is Hunting and The Beloved is a Lion portray Mowlana existential transformation, demonstrating how
the dialectic of power and submission culminates in the unity of lover and Beloved through attraction and
annihilation. Consequently, the paradoxical expressions "eloquent silence” and "silent eloquence" emerge as
natural outcomes of the transition from the realm of language to that of presence and mystical contemplation.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion
Drawing on Lakoff and Johnson's Conceptual Metaphor Theory, this study demonstrates that the lion—gazelle
metaphor in Mowlana Divan-e Shams functions as a cognitive model rather than merely a poetic image. The lion



symbolizes the Beloved-potentially signifying Shams of Tabriz-while the gazelle represents the longing seeker,
identified with Mowlana. Organized around the conceptual axes of power and submission, longing and attraction,
and annihilation (fana’) and union, this metaphorical system depicts Mowlana spiritual transformation from an
individual self to a divinely inspired self. Consequently, the paradoxical expressions "eloquent silence" and "silent
eloquence™ emerge as manifestations of the mystic's transition from language to presence, where personal speech
gives way to the expression of transcendent truth. The findings suggest that the lion—gazelle metaphor constitutes
one of the central conceptual structures through which Mowlana articulates mystical love, spiritual journey, and
existential transformation.
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