The Rhetorical Structure of Conditional Sentences in Selected Classical
Persian Poetry with a Focus on Particle ‘If’

ABSTRACT

Conditional sentences possess profound significance from both grammatical and logical perspectives. While formal
logic employs conditional structures as instruments for deduction and syllogism, linguistic grammar views them as
mechanisms for articulating interrelated ideas. A defining characteristic of these sentences lies in the conjunction of
clauses, a process that conventionally implies structural affiliation and causal necessity. However, a rhetorical shift
occurs when clauses are interconnected in the absence of explicit logical dependencies, thereby transforming the
conditional sentence into a rhetorical construct. Given that syntactic typology is frequently overlooked in the
rhetorical analysis of literary corpora, this study investigates this phenomenon within the framework of specific
compound sentences, with a particular emphasis on the particle “if.” Utilizing a descriptive-analytical approach, data
were gathered through purposeful sampling and extensive library research, centered upon selected canonical works
of classical Persian poetry. The qualitative analysis reveals that conditional sentences transition into rhetorical
modalities through four primary drivers: the non-inferential use of conditional structures for rhetorical intent, the
presence of non-logical connections between clauses, figurative predication combined with clause semantics, and
the achievement of literal harmony. Furthermore, the findings suggest that the conditional structure itself acts as a
catalyst for these rhetorical processes, effectively distinguishing the internal rhetorical connection of a condition
from the overarching rhetorical structure of the conditional sentence.

Keywords: Conditional Sentences, Declarative and Non-Declarative Conditionals, Rhetorical Intents, Rhetorical
Semantic Relations, Figurative Meaning.

Introduction

In both Rhetorical Semantics and Logic, conditional sentences and propositions include declarative and non-
declarative types, comprising main and dependent clauses. Grammatically, these clauses consist of a subject and a
predicate. Clauses may be linked through cohesive relations when subjects are equal, or through reasonable relations
when they differ. While various conditional conjunctions convey additional semantic nuances -such as time, place,
or reason- the particle ‘if’ serves as a strict marker of conditionality. This article focuses exclusively on the ‘if’
particle and its various rhetorical structures.

Materials & Methods

This study provides a descriptive and analytical investigation of rhetorical structure of conditional sentences in
classical Persian poetry, utilizing a documentary method and purposive sampling of works by major poets such as
Ferdowsi, Nizami, Sa’di, and Hafiz. Moving beyond syntactic analysis, the research explores the qualitative shift
from logical to rhetorical forms through a comparative study of Persian and Arabic rhetoric. By establishing specific
rules for these rhetorical structures, this research offers a model applicable to the analysis of various other
compound sentence structures.

Research findings

Typically, conditional structures are employed for comparison and logical reasoning, wherein the relationship
between clauses is governed by intellectual and deductive principles, facilitating literal ascription. However, when a
clause shifts from literal to figurative ascription, the conditional framework transitions from a logical to a rhetorical
function. Beyond Rhetorical Semantics, conditional structures are often utilized to express emotive states—such as
humiliation, threat or supplication—thereby transforming the syntactic structure into a vehicle for non-literal,
expressive meaning directed toward the interlocutor. From the perspective of rhetoric, if the semantic connection
between clauses is predicated on simulation rather than logical necessity, the conditional relationship loses its
strictly logical character and becomes inherently rhetorical. While phonetic patterns may occasionally influence the
perception of a sentence, the transition to a rhetorical structure is primarily driven by the shift in semantic relations.
Consequently, if one or both clauses employ figurative language, the resulting semantic interplay within the
conditional framework establishes it as a distinct rhetorical entity.



Discussion of Results & Conclusion

Research findings indicate that the Persian conditional ‘if* often deviates from logical norms to create rhetorical
structures in poetry. This happens when conditional clauses transcend their literal meanings. However, a sentence is
not always rhetorical; if the clauses lack semantic coherence or a clear causal link, the rhetorical effect is lost.

The rhetorical nature of these structures depends on the interplay between declarative and non-declarative clauses.
Usually, the main clause is declarative while the dependent clause is declarative or non-declarative. When both
clauses share similar subjects, figurative predication imbues the entire structure with rhetorical weight. Sometimes,
the conditional structure is the only way to convey certain rhetorical devices.

Semantic devices -such as antithesis, causation, simile, and taxis- often shift these clauses into the realm of figures
of speech .The synthesis of conditional syntax and these literary figures creates a complex rhetorical framework.
While phonetic harmony adds aesthetic value, it does not create a rhetorical structure on its own; the essence
remains fundamentally semantic.

Finally, rhetorical ambiguity arises when one clause’s figurative meaning relates to the other’s literal meaning. In
more complex cases, both clauses function figuratively. In such instances, their interaction turns the entire
conditional construction into a distinct rhetorical entity.
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