The Grammatical Roles and Syntactic Functions of Radif
in Hafez’s Ghazals

Arman Ramesh]@, Ahmad Ghanipour Malekshahm® and Ali-Akbar Bagheri Khalili3®

1. PhD Student in Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Foreign Languages, University of Mazandaran,
Mazandaran, Iran. Email: a.rameshO03@umail.umz.ir
2. Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Foreign Languages, University of Mazandaran, Mazandaran,
Iran. Email: a.ghanipour@umz.ac.ir
3. Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Foreign Languages, University of Mazandaran, Mazandaran,
Iran. Email: aabagheri@umz.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Avrticle type:
Research Article

Avrticle history:

Received 25 Jan 2026

Received in revised form 15
Feb 2026

Accepted 13 Mar 2026

Published online 04 Apr 2026

Keywords:

Hafiz's Ghazals, Radif,
Grammatical Function,
Sentence Structure, Semantic
Function.

The radif, the refrain in Persian ghazal poetry, is one of the most important
components of this genre since it is significant in terms of acoustic,
syntactical, and grammar. The main aim of the present paper is to analyze
radifs in the works of Hafiz in terms of their grammatical functions in order
to understand how they influence sentence construction and the overall
meaning of the verses. The objective of the research is to distinguish between
various types of radifs and show the changes in their structure and function in
ghazals. The research methodology is descriptive-analytical with the
emphasis on library research. The findings show that verbal type of radifs is
the most prominent one and is responsible for the strengthening of the
predicative element, thereby increasing the expressiveness of the couplet as a
whole. Reinforced radifs are productive in making the unit grammatically
complete. Overall, the radif in Hafiz's poetry is not merely a musical device
but a meaning-generating element that enhances syntactic cohesion and
semantic prominence within the ghazal.
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Introduction

The radif, as one of the significant elements of classical Persian literary style, is expressed and understood as a
recurring word/phrase that appears in both Persian and Urdu ghazal poetry. The radif has been studied mainly
from a musical, artistic/repetitive, and stylistic perspective. Classical theorists like Shams-i Qays Razi, Rashid al-
Din Vatvat, and Va'iz Kashani have all interpreted the radif mainly as an device that creates musicality and rhythm
in poetry. However, limiting the radif to a purely musical purpose ignores its deeper syntactical and semantical
role in poetry. In the ghazals of Hafiz, the radif may be also used structurally in the syntactical structuring of the
entire couplet. The radif can take many grammatical forms—verbs, nouns, pronouns, adjectives, adverbs, and
particles—and this leads to different word arrangements in the verse. Nonetheless, the functional diversity and
syntactical capacity of the radif has attracted little scholarly attention. Thus, this paper analyzes both the
grammatical and syntactical role of the radif in the ghazals of Hafiz. Its primary aim is to identify the grammatical
types of radif and to analyze how they participate in syntactic cohesion, semantic foregrounding, and the structural
organization of the ghazal.

Materials and Methods

Employing pertinent research methodologies, this study takes a descriptive-analytical approach characterized by
library research. In this paper, the writer studied 495 ghazals of Hafiz and created a database of 320 ghazals that
use radif. The aspects studied included classification of the identified radifs based on their grammatical function
into categories such as nominal, adjectival, adverbial, verbal, pronominal and compound radifs, followed by an
evaluation of their syntactic position in the ghazal as well as the role played by the radifs in enabling the structural
and semantic coherence of the ghazal.

Research Findings

According to the analytical findings, the radif in ghazals is not only a musical or ornamental aspect but also an
important grammatical and semantic element of the verse. The statistical data reveal that 230 verbal radifs (71.87
%) is the most prevalent form of radif used by Hafiz. The relatively large number of verbal radifs indicates that
Hafiz uses verbal forms in order to strengthen the predicative structure of the sentence and to convey the idea that
the couplet is active. Second place is held by compound radifs (55 occurrences (17.21%)), which are also
important for the syntactic structure of the second hemistich. Other types of radifs are present in less number and
include nominal radifs (12 occurrences), particle radifs (10), pronominal radifs (9), adjectival radifs (3), and
adverbial radif (1). Although they occur less frequently, these radifs have various grammatical functions and serve
as a predicate, descriptive modifiers, or adverbials. In general, the obtained data show that radif in the poetry of
Hafiz has a significant impact on syntactic cohesion and semantic foregrouning as well as on the structure of the
couplet. Consequently, the radif should be regarded not merely as a phonetic repetition but as an active element
in the production of meaning and the architectural organization of the ghazal.

Conclusion
The fact that an analysis of the radif from the grammatical viewpoint shows that the radif is not only a device of
sound repetition or rhythmic ornamentation, but in many cases fulfills the role of an important factor in the process
of forming syntax and sense of the couplet. Hzfi makes use of the radif to finish the sentence, to finalize the
meaning of the couplet, to direct the reader’s understanding, and to show some emotional or conceptual ideas.
The most numerous are the verbal radifs, as they have a huge impact on the way the sentences are constructed, as
their tense and mood allow for the assertive and conclusive statements to be uttered, while imperative, subjunctive,
and interrogative radifs lead to the instances of calling, praying, or even semantic hanging. Though not very
popular, nominal radifs still manage to introduce the semantic nuclei and make connections between the images.
Overall, the findings demonstrate that, in numerous instances, the radif in Hafiz's verses turns out to be the
syntactic-semantic center of the couplet where the sentence reaches structural completion and meaning is
conveyed via final emphasis. This establishes Hafiz's deep understanding of the ability to use syntactic
mechanisms of repetition in the expressive form of the ghazal.
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