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Didactic literature seeks to persuade and to shape the reader’s moral outlook;
and to the extent that such writing is literary, it tends to render abstract notions
through concrete, experiential forms. In the Biistan, Saadi develops ethical
concepts by means of pictorial elaboration, articulating moral ideas through
lived experience, dialogue, reflections on material objects and bodily states,
and real, historical, or fictional events—whether actualized or potentially
realizable. In this article, “imagery” denotes the concretization of concepts
and their extension through narrative exemplification. The study examines
how Saadi mobilizes linguistic, hermeneutic, and narrative resources to
particularize ethical concepts so that readers may appropriate them in light of
their own circumstances. The principal research question is: How do abstract
ethical concepts in the Bustan take on concrete manifestation?
Methodologically, the study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
combined with close reading and hermeneutic interpretation. The findings
suggest that Saadi’s narrative art and semantic precision produce scenes in
which individuals from diverse social strata confront situations of moral
action or moral omission, presented through direct speech, dialogic exchange,
or the judgments of an omniscient narrator. The text foregrounds both the
internal relations of discourse and the interconnection of multiple dimensions
of ethical experience. Readers are invited to moral reflection through
identification with characters, the recollection of analogous personal
experiences, and attention to the ethical consequences of actions—processes
that may culminate in persuasion. Saadi further exploits the semantic and
phonetic charge of lexical choices to enhance the perceptibility of moral
concepts. Across the narratives, a tacit dialogue is sustained between author
and reader.
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Introduction

Didactic literature in the Persian tradition seeks to persuade the audience and shape moral outlooks. Saadi’s Biistan
demonstrates a sophisticated mode of moral education through what this study terms “pictorial concretization”:
rendering abstract ethical notions tangible through narrative, linguistic artistry, and hermeneutic depth. This study
examines how Saadi transforms moral concepts into experiential forms. The principal research question is: How
do abstract ethical concepts in the Biistan take on concrete manifestation?

Materials and Methods

The research employs a descriptive-analytical method combined with close reading and hermeneutic
interpretation. The study examines how Saadi mobilizes linguistic, hermeneutic, and narrative resources to
particularize ethical concepts so that readers may appropriate them in light of their own circumstances.

Research Findings
Fivefold Classification of Concretization Strategies:

o Precedence of ldea over Image: Saadi first states a moral principle and then develops it through
imagery. In discussing moderation, he introduces temperance before elaborating it through the body as a
fermenting vat.

e Precedence of Image over Idea: Vivid images later yield moral significance.

e Alternating Combination: Saadi alternates between abstract statement and concrete imagery. The
metaphor of straw—rising above others while remaining worthless—illustrates pride through mutual
reinforcement of image and idea.

e Linguistic Play: Saadi exploits semantic and phonetic associations. Wordplay such as ganj (treasure)
and konj (corner) contrasts Qarun’s wealth with the “treasure of salvation” found in seclusion.

e Hermeneutic Interpretation: Familiar narratives are reinterpreted ethically. The youth who leaves the
mosque after being asked to sweep it is reframed not as proud but as spiritually self-aware, considering
himself unworthy of sacred space.

Functional Analysis:

Explanatory and motivational functions dominate Saadi’s discourse, whereas argumentative functions appear less
frequently, confirming his emphasis on practical ethical guidance rather than intellectual disputation.

Narrative Empathy:

Saadi enables readers to identify with characters—the remorseful farmer who burns his harvest or the man
devoured by his pet wolf—thus encouraging moral learning through vicarious experience.

Discussion of Results and conclusion

Saadi employs sophisticated strategies of concretization that render abstract ethical concepts accessible and
persuasive. The predominance of explanatory and motivational functions confirms his concern with practical
guidance rather than theoretical debate. His ethical poetics seeks not merely to inform but to transform readers
through imaginative participation. The text foregrounds both the internal relations of discourse and the
interconnection of multiple dimensions of ethical experience. Readers are invited to moral reflection through
identification with characters, the recollection of analogous personal experiences, and attention to the ethical
consequences of actions—processes that may culminate in persuasion. This study contributes to understanding
the rhetorical techniques of Persian didactic literature and the relation between aesthetic form and moral content.
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