Rule-Based Structure of the Repetition Poem

Gholamreza Salemian™* ()

Professor of Persian Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, University of Razi, Kermanshah, Iran. Email:

salemian@razi.ac.ir

Article Info

ABSTRACT

Article type:
Research Article

Article history:

Received 18 Oct 2025

Received in revised form 30
Nov 2025

Accepted 11 Dec 2025

Published online 22 Dec 2025

Keywords:

Persian poetry, Poem, Literary
figures, Repetition, Repetition
poem.

Some Persian poems classified as "repetition poems" in literary handbooks
have a unique and structured form that distinguishes them from other poems.
This study aims to elucidate the structure of this type of poem and identify
examples within the works of Persian-speaking poets. The research reveals
that a repetition poem is composed of several four-line stanzas, with each line
in a stanza having a specific and unique repetition pattern. This pattern
involves the repetition of two words without a space in the first line, followed
by a threefold repetition of the same two words in the third line. This
repetition pattern is then repeated in the second and fourth lines. Other stanzas
in the poem follow the same structure.
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Introduction

Before the advent of artificial poetry, a poet named Esjadi Marvazi composed a poem with a distinctive word
arrangement that set it apart from other poems; its specific structure granted it a unique identity distinct from other
poems and even other poetic forms. The repetition poem, illustrated by Esjadi's work, was typically analyzed
within literary texts. In this study, we aim to analyze Esjadi's poem and other similar poems through an
examination of their structural framework.

Materials & Methods
This study is based on a descriptive-analytical approach, utilizing a library-based method.

Research findings

The repetition poem is structured around several four-line stanzas. The oldest known example is Esjadi Marvazi's
poem. A 36-line version of this poem is found in printed editions. It can be observed that stanzas 14 and 19 each
have one less line. Amir Mazi has employed a two-line stanza with this structure in one of his poems. Rashid
Vatouat also composed a poem following this structure. Falaki Sharani has two 12-line and one incomplete
repetition poem in this style. A complete repetition poem in six stanzas, attributed to Falaki and Rashid Vatouat,
is found in Adib Sabir's edition. Mohammad-Tali Bahari, considered the last Persian poet, also has a repetition
poem.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The repetition poem is structured around several four-line stanzas. The first poet to compose a repetition poem in
Persian was Esjadi Marvazi, and the last known poet was Bahari. The reasons behind the emergence and decline
of this poem type are related to poets' motivations, either to adhere to or ignore this poetic figure.
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