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Symmetry is one of the fundamental concepts in literature, playing a crucial
role in creating coherence and harmony within literary works. This study
offers a novel perspective on symmetry by examining it from rhetorical
viewpoints while grounding its definition in its mathematical origins. In
mathematics, symmetry refers to the invariance of an object under a specific
transformation, encompassing three essential principles: transformation,
structure, and preservation. Similarly, in literature, symmetry can be
categorized into four types: rotational, axial, transitional and homothetic.
These forms of symmetry contribute significantly to the proportionality and
balance of a literary work’s structure, particularly in poetry. This research
specifically analyzes mirror or axial symmetry in Hafez’s ghazals,
demonstrating how he employs rhetorical devices such as similes to create
specific images in one hemistich and reflect them in the following one. In
this way, the second hemistich serves as the symmetrical counterpart of the
first. Additionally, by using devices like antithesis, zeugma, parallelism and
epanalepsis, Hafez establishes verbal and conceptual symmetry, which
aligns with the principles of mirror symmetry. This interplay of rhetorical
elements results in balanced and symmetrical poetic forms, enhancing both
the formal and semantic aesthetics of his poetry. The findings of this study
reveal that mirror symmetry contributes to the development of hidden
semantic layers, reinforcing the structural coherence and aesthetic appeal of
Hafez’s poetry. It serves as one of the key stylistic and artistic principles
underlying his imagery and poetic beauty.
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Introduction

Symmetry has long been employed across various sciences and arts as a fundamental element for creating
beauty and harmony. In literature, symmetry plays a significant role in the structure of poetry and prose, serving
as a rhetorical device to achieve balance and aesthetic coherence. However, a precise and systematic definition
of symmetry within Persian rhetoric has received limited attention. This study, grounded in a mathematical
perspective of symmetry, examines the application of mirror symmetry in Hafez’s poetry, demonstrating how
this rhetorical element, through the construction of symmetrical imagery and the use of rhetorical devices,
contributes to the semantic richness and aesthetic appeal of his work, playing a crucial role in thematic
development and structural organization.

Materials & Methods

This research adopts a descriptive-analytical methodology aligned with its objectives and relies on library-based
data collection. Initially, a precise definition of mirror symmetry is formulated based on the theoretical
foundations of mathematics. Subsequently, through the application of rhetorical criticism, the verbal and
semantic rhetorical devices constituting mirror symmetry are identified. These rhetorical features are then
systematically examined within the ghazals of Hafez to elucidate their manifestations and functions in his
poetry.

Research findings

The findings of this study indicate that symmetry in literature can perform a role analogous to that of symmetry
in mathematics, serving as an effective factor in creating harmony and structural coherence within literary
works. In Hafez’s poetry, mirror symmetry is formed through the use of rhetorical devices such as simile,
antithesis, contrast and balance. These elements enhance the rhetorical quality and aesthetic appeal of his
poems. This coherent rhetorical integration not only reinforces the poetic structure but also enriches the
semantic depth and artistic impact of the poetry.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

This study presented a comprehensive definition of symmetry grounded in mathematical principles, defining it
as the congruence of an object's image with the object itself under a specific transformation, encompassing three
fundamental principles: transformation, structure, and preservation. Based on this framework, symmetry was
categorized into four types: rotational, axial (mirror), translational, and homothetic. The analysis of axial
symmetry in Hafez’s poetry revealed that he skillfully employs a variety of rhetorical devices—such as simile,
antithesis, parallelism, and anaphora—to construct symmetrical images and themes. Mirror symmetry in Hafez’s
work is not a singular rhetorical device but rather a complex interplay of multiple devices aimed at achieving
balance, harmony, and structural cohesion. Through this technique, Hafez enhances the coordination of poetic
elements as well as the external and internal rhythm and musicality of his verses, thereby enriching their
aesthetic and semantic depth.
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