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“Othering” as a Significant Element in Failure of
Resistance against Western Culture in 7Things Fall
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Abstract

The present article attempts to show how Chinua Achebe in
Things Fall Apart has made use of the notion of "Othering"
from a new perspective. Many critics have focused on
postcolonial criticism to suggest that Achebe's novel is a sharp
criticism of the Western colonialism in Africa. However<the
present article tries to suggest that Things Fall Apart is more
concerned with the internal than external "Othering". Achebe
has succinctly focused on the internal dynamics of the African
local culture to reveal its weak points through which the
Western culture infiltrated the traditional tribal structure. The
Most important aspects of this internal Othering is portrayed in
the African communities' of making special parts of the society
as strangers and subaltern. The Western colonizers appropriate
this particular quality of societal making of strangers to bypass
the structure of local power and dominate the community.
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